High School Civics Course using The Land of Fair Play

Developed by Kathleen Duncan

The Land of Fair Play, available for about $8 from Christian Liberty Press, is actually written on a middle school level.  However, with a bit of modification, this text could be the basis for a one-semester or two-semester high school civics course.  The following schedule incorporates some of the modifications that can be used to make this a high school level course.  Some assignments can be done in one day, others require more time and research.

What is the difference between middle school & high school?    Middle and elementary level courses are mainly the facts – who, what, when, where.  High school level courses add why, what caused the event, what was the result of the event, and what is you opinion about the event or persons involved.  More analysis is added in higher level courses.  The Constitution and Branches of Government are the same whether you are taking an eighth grade course or college course.  What differentiates the higher level courses from lower level courses is the analysis done by the student as well as adding essays and research papers.  

Not every family will have their student complete all assignments.  If your student does complete them all, including attending Teen Pact (www.teenpact.org) he will have completed one full year credit of Civics.
The Land of Fair Play

(Items in Bold are added to the original curriculum.)

Assignment








   Due Date

1. Memorize the preamble found on page 129




___________

2. Read Appendix 1 – The Constitution of the United States


___________

3. Read Appendix 4 – Writing Public Officials




___________

4. Write a letter to your Congressman or Senator on 

any issue that matters to you. 





___________

5. Chapter One – read & answer questions




___________

6. Research the life and views of one of the founding fathers.  

Include what he would think of the way some of the important issues 
of his day are being handled now.





___________

7. Chapter Two – read & answer questions




___________

8. Research & discuss ways in which the 2nd Amendment 
has been weakened
 or write about why you do not believe it has.

___________

9. Chapter Three – read & answer questions




___________

10. Chapter Four – read & answer questions




___________

11. Chapter Five – read & answer questions




___________

12. Write an essay on how the rights listed on page 12.  Do you 

think current laws & policies support these rights or threaten them?
___________

13. Chapter Six – read & answer questions




___________

14. Chapter Seven – read & answer questions




___________

15. Write an essay on why the duties listed on page 19 are important 
and how our shirking these responsibilities would affect our nation. 
___________


16. Chapter Eight – read & answer questions




___________

17. What responsibilities are given to the Federal Government by 

the Constitution?  The State?  How have congress and various 

presidents gotten around the letter of the Constitution?  (chapter 8)  

(See Section 8 paragraphs 1 & 3 of the Constitution)


___________

18. Chapter Nine – 





a. Section 1 – read & answer questions




___________

b. Section 2 – read & answer questions




___________

c. Sections 3 & 4 – read & answer questions



___________

d. Sections 5 & 6 – read & answer questions



___________

e. Section 7 – read & answer questions




___________

f. Questions for Discussion –





___________

19. Write an essay on Term Limits: Their Benefits and 

Drawbacks (Chapter 9)





___________

20. Chapter Ten – 

a. Section 1 – read & answer questions




___________

b. Section 2 – read & answer questions




___________

c. Section 3 – read & answer questions




___________

d. Questions for Discussion –





___________

21. Chapter Eleven – read & answer questions




___________

22. Chapter Twelve – read & answer questions




___________

23. Research ways in which the various branches of Government get
around the checks and balances in the Constitution?  For example: How

have Federal Courts actually made law? What are Executive Orders?  

(Chapters 11-12)







____________

24. Chapter Thirteen – 

a. Section 1 – read & answer questions 1-8




___________

b. Section 2 – read & answer questions 9-29



___________

c. Questions for Discussion –





___________

25.  Research & discuss  “Which of the “Services” provided by 
the Federal Government would better serve the people if 

privatized or the power given back to state, in your opinion?” 

 (Chapter 13)







____________

26. Chapter Fourteen –

a. Section 1 – read & answer questions




___________

b. Section 2 – read & answer questions




___________

c. Section 3 – read & answer questions




___________

d. Questions for Discussion –





___________

27. Chapter Fifteen – 

a. Section 1 – read & answer questions




___________

b. Section 2 – read & answer questions




___________

c. Sections 3 & 4 – read & answer questions



___________

d. Questions for Discussion –





___________

28. Chapter Sixteen – 

a. Sections 1 & 2 – read & answer questions



___________

b. Sections 3 & 4 – read & answer questions



___________

c. Section 5 – read & answer questions




___________

d. Section 6 – read & answer questions




___________

e. Questions for Discussion –





___________

29.  Investigate political party activities in this area and attend at 

least one political function.  (Chapter 16)



___________

30. Chapter Seventeen

a. Section 1 – read & answer questions




___________

b. Section 2 – read & answer questions




___________

c. Section 3 – read & answer questions




___________

31. What are some the tax law changes that have happened over the 

past five years?  What were the results economically?  (Chapter 17)
___________

32. Chapter Eighteen

a. Section 1 – read & answer questions




___________

b. Section 2 – read & answer questions 1-23



___________

c. Section 2 – read & answer questions 24-45



___________

d. Sections 3 & 4 – read & answer questions



___________

e. Questions for Discussion –





___________

33. Read about James Madison –





___________

34. Chapter Nineteen – 

a. Section 1 – read & answer questions 1-11



___________

b. Section 2 – read & answer questions 12-30



___________

c. Questions for Discussion –





___________

35. Chapter Twenty – Read only

36. Samuel Adams – read






___________

37. Appendix 2 – read & answer questions




___________

38. Appendix 3 – read & answer questions




___________

39. Appendixes 5&6 look over & discuss with mom

